Littlemore Flower Festival Concert
Littlemore Parish Church, Oxford, 8 September 2001, 7.30pm
Oxford Girls' Choir
directed by Penelope Martin-Smith
with Daniel Chambers (organ)
This flower festival celebrates the 200th anniversary of the birth in 1801
of John Henry Newman, first Vicar of Littlemore, whose mother Jemima
laid the foundation stone of this church in 1836, nine years before his
conversion to Catholicism.
Most of tonight's programme was performed on a recent tour of the
Netherlands and Belgium. This culminated with a concert in Leiden,
cementing the partnership between the cities of Oxford and Leiden.
programme
J. Brahms

Rosenzeit
An die Nachtigall

Victoria Couper

Die Schwestern
Phänomen
W.A. Mozart

Non so piu, cosa son
Deh Vieni non tardar

Charlotte Roberts
Catherine Young

Voi che sapete

Felicity Lingard

H. Wolf

Der Musikant

Katie Birtill

Kenneth
Leaper

My Lady Kasa
Looking (Taira no Kanemori, 10th cent.)
Dressing (unknown court lady, 7th cent.)
Dreaming (Fujiwara no Okikaze, 10th cent. and Reikan,
18th cent.)
Walking (Yoshitada, 10th cent., Lady Omiwa and Lady
Kasa, 8th cent.)
Haunting (Empress Yamatohime, 7th cent.)

Arvo Pärt

Littlemore Tractus

Louis
Sortie I
Lefébure-Wély

Daniel Chambers (organ)

Stevie Wishart Sub Rosa
1. Secret spaces
2. Twisted values
3. Moniso
Roderick Williams and others - close harmony collection
My baby just cares for me
Killing me softly

Can't help loving dat man
They can't take that away
from me (G. Gershwin)
Big yellow taxi

Louisa Nye

I say a little prayer
Somebody loves me
(arr. Colin Good)

Caz Henshaw (solo)

accompanists: Daniel Chambers, Adrian Inscoe, John Nye
tenors and basses in the Littlemore Tractus: Adrian Inscoe, Peter Kent,
John Nye, Hannah Tucker, John Tucker

Oxford Girls' Choir was founded in 1984 by Richard Vendome to provide
an opportunity for talented girls to sing choral works to a high standard. At
that time there was ample provision for their brothers but no equivalent
organisations locally. The choir soon became renowned for their superb
interpretation of music spanning almost 1000 years from all over the world
and that versatility continues to this day. Such is the reputation of the choir
that many fine musicians have worked with OGC and written works for
them; examples of these are included in tonight's concert.
Sub Rosa was commissioned by the Foundation for Sport and the Arts
and premiered on August 29th in Brussels in the presence of the
composer.
My Lady Kasa was written in 1993 and consists of settings of Japanese
poetry from the 7th to the 18th centuries. Kenneth Leaper has written two
other works for OGC the most recent of which was recently completed and
is yet to be performed.
The masterly pop and standards arrangements of Roderick Williams and
Colin Good are particular favourites of the girls - a recording is planned for
early next year and a selection is included tonight. Roderick has also
written a full-length opera for the choir Alice in Wonderland which has
been produced three times over 12 years. The Littlemore Tractus was
commissioned by the Vicar of Littlemore to commemorate the 200th
anniversary of Newman’s birth. The words are from a sermon J.H.
Newman preached at Littlemore. This work was first performed here
earlier this year in the presence of the Estonian composer Arvo Pärt.
The Associate Director, Penelope Martin-Smith will conduct tonight's
concert as Richard Vendome is currently performing in New York.
Penelope has worked with the choir for nine years and is also their vocal
coach. She is a renowned coloratura soprano whose expertise ranges
from plainsong through opera and oratorio to contemporary, jazz and pop
music.

