¥ OAC ¥¢

ACTUARIES AND CONSULTANTS

presents

Exeter College Chapel, Oxford
Saturday 12 December 2009

Musical Director: Richard Vendome

Accompanist: Benedict Lewis-Smith

Please stand to sing where indicated and
only applaud at the end of the concert
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Oxford Youth Choirs — the first 25 years

Oxford Girls” Choir was founded by Richard Vendome in 1984 when a group of
families whose sons sang in Oxford’s famous male choirs decided to do something
for their equally talented daughters. It pre—dated the recent deve]opment of girls’
cathedral choirs, and was the first of its kind in England to develop girls’ singing
as a musical medium in its own right, and not just as a substitute for the adult or
the boy’s voice. Former members have gone on to become professional musicians,
and several have won choral scholarships to Cambridge or places at the Royal
Academy of Music and the Royal Northern College of Music. Demand for places
in the choir grew rapidly, and in 1986 a junior section was formed. The strong
musical culture of Oxford has nurtured an interest in music and the very young,
and this gave rise to the mixed Prep Choir some ten years later. Our boys’ choir
provides an alternative to the church music tradition, and each year some of our
boys go on to win scholarships to college or cathedral choirs. Every Saturday
morning during term the choirs provide a vocal and musical education for 150
children from state and independent schools in the Oxford area. Sometimes the
choirs perform together, as at the 2005 Mediterranea Festival in Gozo, when they
provided much of the chorus for a production of Puccini’s “La Bohéme”.

Oxford Girls” Choir has sung in Belgium, France, Germany, Holland, Italy,
Malta, Ireland and Wales. The choir provides a thorough technical training
and sings a wide range of music, including jazz, opera and all areas of choral
music, with regular workshops taken by visiting specialists. A regular choir
production, which includes period costume, dance and instruments, is Purcell’s
opera-ballet “Dido and Aeneas”, appropriate because most of the solo roles are
for women. The choir is also active in the world of contemporary music, and
has commissioned or premiéred many new compositions and arrangements. The
most experienced singers undertake paid work as a chamber choir and help with
the running of the junior choirs.

Members of the choir have made three award-winning CDs of music by Hildegard
of Bingen with the ensemble SINFONYE, and three others of medieval music.
In 2005 a group of past and present members formed “Vivaldi’s Women” to make
some radio and television programmes for the BBC, working in Venice with
the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment. The choir’s most recent CD is “A

Ceremony of Carols”, and includes music by Fauré and Britten.

Oxford Youth Choirs (registered charity no. 299109) is managed by a committee
of trustees. Choir patrons are Lord and Lady Berkeley, opera singer and
composer Roderick Williams, and BBC presenter Catherine Bott.

God rest ye merry, gentlemen
Audience and choir

God rest ye merry, gentlemen
Let nothing you dismay
Remember Christ our Saviour
Was born on Christmas Day

To save us all from Satan’s power
When we were gone astray

O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy

O tidings of comfort and joy

From God our Heavenly Father
A blessed Angel came;

And unto certain Shepherds
Brought tidings of the same:
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by Name.

O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy

O tidings of comfort and joy

Now to the Lord sing praises,

All you within this place,

And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;

This holy tide of Christmas

All other doth deface.

O tidings of comfort and joy,

Comfort and joy

O tidings of comfort and joy

G F Handel (1685-1759) Messiah

And the Glory of the Lord

But who may abide (contralto: Lucy Prendergast)
Hallelujah
Ian Clarke Sunstreams

(flute: Felicity Souter)
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