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Oxford Youth Choirs

Directed by Richard Vendome, Penel ope Martin-Smith, Joyce Morris, Jane Brown,
Camilla Stephenson

A Ceremony of Carols (op.28) — Benjamin Britten (1913-76)
Rupert McShane (harp)

Processiondl

Wolcum Yole

Thereisno rose

That yonge childe (Imogen Gardam, alto)

Balulalow (Rosie Jones, soprano)

Asdew in Aprille

Thislittle babe

Interlude

In freezing winter night (Olivia Knops, soprano, Hetty Gullifer, alto)
10.  Spring Carol (Georgina Whittington, soprano, Rosie Dilnot, alto)
11. Deogrdtias

12.  Recessiond

CoOoNOUA~WNE

Oxford Boys Choir
1. Thisisthe truth sent from above
2. Thetwelvejoysof Mary

LaPastorelladelle alpi — Rossini (1792-1868)
(Gabridla Efthimiou, soprano)

Oxford Prep Choir
1 Lullaby — Alan Simmons
2. Mary had ababy/Go tell it on the mountain — Trad. arr. Ruth Elaine Schram
(b. 1956)

Shepherd’' s Calypso — Jan Holdstock
INTERVAL

Sous le Déme épais (Flower Duet from “Lakme”’) — Delibes (1836-91)
(Amy Webber and Anna Shackleton, sopranos)

Oxford Girls Junior Choir
1 Wisselton Wasselton— Alan Bullard (b. 1947)
2. | saw three ships come sailing in—arr. Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)



Foundling Hospital Anthem — G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

1 Blessed are they that considereth the poor (Hermione Thompson, soprano)
2. Blessed are they that considereth the poor (chorus)
3. Comfort them O Lord
4, Hallelujah
Oxford Baroque Ensemble
Violinl Camilla Scarlett Trumpet  Stephen Cutting
Violin2 Ann Lingas Oboel NicholasBenda
Viola DanielaBraun Oboe2 Michad Stinton
Cello Gabriel Amherst Organ Nicholas Wearne

A Ceremony of Carols

In 1939 Britten and Peter Pearsjoined W.H. Auden in the United States, but the Bohemian
lifestyle hefound there did not really suit his shy and conservative personality. Although he was a
conscientious objector Britten decided to forsake exile and return home on a Swedish merchant
ship in the Spring of 1942. On the hazardous journey he composed two of his finest and best-
loved chora works, the Hymn to Saint Cecilia (op.27) and A Ceremony of Carols (0p.28). The
latter was concelved for female (not boys) voices. It opens and closes with a processiona
Antiphon for Christmas V espers, other movements are based on Middle English lyrics. Simple
but refined in melody and structure, dazzling in its colour and poetry, it combines voices and harp
with a sureness of touch rarely heard in modern choral music. Joy and sadness, excitement and
serenity, spring warmth and winter frost are all distilled herein.

Foundling Hospital Anthem

“Mr Handel being present and having generously and charitably offered a performance of vocal
and instrumental music to be held at this Hospital, and that the money arising therefrom should
be applied to the finishing the chapel of the Hospital Resolved — That the thanks of this
Committee be returned to Mr Handdl for this his generous and charitable offer”

The outcome was a concert later in May 1749 in which Handel presented a programme of his
recent music, culminating with an anthem produced specially for the occasion, Blessed are they
that considereth the poor and needy, now known as the Foundling Hospital Anthem. The event
was a success in every respect: it was attended by the Prince and Princess of Wales, attracted a
capacity audience and raised more than £350 for the charity.

Oxford Youth Choirs

The Oxford Girls Choir was founded by Richard Vendome in 1984, the first choir of itskind in
England to develop girls singing asamusical medium in its own right, and not just as a substitute
for the adult or the boy's voice. From this developed Oxford Y outh Chairs, which provides
training for 140 children from Oxfordshire aged 4 -18. Many former members have gone on to
win choral scholarships and become professional singers.
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